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protecting the integrity of the financial sys-
tem, and manage the U.S. Government’s fi-
nances and resources effectively. 

Treasury’s mission highlights its role as 
the steward of U.S. economic and financial 
systems, and as an influential participant in 
the world economy. 

The Treasury Department is the executive 
agency responsible for promoting economic 
prosperity and ensuring the financial secu-
rity of the United States. The Department is 
responsible for a wide range of activities 
such as advising the President on economic 
and financial issues, encouraging sustainable 
economic growth, and fostering improved 
governance in financial institutions. The De-
partment of the Treasury operates and main-
tains systems that are critical to the na-
tion’s financial infrastructure, such as the 
production of coin and currency, the dis-
bursement of payments to the American pub-
lic, revenue collection, and the borrowing of 
funds necessary to run the federal govern-
ment. The Department works with other fed-
eral agencies, foreign governments, and 
international financial institutions to en-
courage global economic growth, raise stand-
ards of living, and to the extent possible, 
predict and prevent economic and financial 
crises. The Treasury Department also per-
forms a critical and far-reaching role in en-
hancing national security by implementing 
economic sanctions against foreign threats 
to the U.S., identifying and targeting the fi-
nancial support networks of national secu-
rity threats, and improving the safeguards of 
our financial systems. 

ORGANIZATION 

The Department of the Treasury is orga-
nized into two major components the De-
partmental offices and the operating bu-
reaus. The Departmental Offices are pri-
marily responsible for the formulation of 
policy and management of the Department 
as a whole, while the operating bureaus 
carry out the specific operations assigned to 
the Department. Our bureaus make up 98% of 
the Treasury work force. The basic functions 
of the Department of the Treasury include: 

Managing Federal finances; 
Collecting taxes, duties and monies paid to 

and due to the U.S. and paying all bills of 
the U.S.; 

Currency and coinage; 
Managing Government accounts and the 

public debt; 
Supervising national banks and thrift in-

stitutions; 
Advising on domestic and international fi-

nancial, monetary, economic, trade and tax 
policy; 

Enforcing Federal finance and tax laws; 
Investigating and prosecuting tax evaders, 

counterfeiters, and forgers. 
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FIXING A BROKEN WASHINGTON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to speak on behalf of the 
overwhelming majority of my southern 
Indiana constituents. 

A year ago, they sent me to this body 
to give a voice to their frustrations 
with Washington—a frustration I 
shared then and share now more than 
ever. The American people’s frustra-
tion stems from a lack of real progress 
in addressing our Nation’s most funda-
mental challenges: Federal spending, 
our national debt, job creation, and the 
decline of the middle class. Our fellow 

citizens have concluded what I, too, 
have concluded—Washington is broken, 
and no one is in a hurry to fix it. 

Congress hasn’t passed a balanced 
budget in over a decade. The Senate 
hasn’t passed any sort of budget in 3 
years. Our national debt recently 
topped $15 trillion, and our unemploy-
ment rate hovers around 9 percent. In-
stead of trying to fix our problems, 
Washington would rather argue about 
who’s to blame for causing our prob-
lems. Sure, there’s a lot of agreement 
as to what’s wrong with our country, 
but not a lot of action geared towards 
making anything right. Our President 
and too many in this Congress would 
rather demagogue and demonize than 
lead and legislate. Washington is bro-
ken, and nobody’s in a hurry to fix it. 

While many of our constituents are 
struggling to find a second, and in 
some cases a third, job, Washington is 
failing to perform its only job—gov-
erning. Is it any wonder that so many 
Americans are frustrated? 

These aren’t Republican problems or 
Democrat problems. They’re not House 
problems or Senate problems; these are 
Washington problems. Unfortunately, 
after 11 months on the job, I’ve seen far 
too few Washington solutions. 

Many of us came to Washington this 
year, some of us new to government, to 
offer solutions. We came ready with 
ideas. We came ready to defend those 
ideas, to respond to criticisms, to make 
the ideas into workable solutions and, 
ultimately, to implement those solu-
tions to make a better life for those 
who sent us here. We came with the 
same sense of urgency that the Amer-
ican people expect of us. 

But Washington is broken. Too many 
people in this city resist publicly com-
mitting to hard, workable solutions be-
cause parroting talking points is so 
much easier. But until we get down to 
brass tacks, we’ll continue to talk past 
one another. 

So I make this entreaty to all of my 
colleagues: whether you are a Repub-
lican or a Democrat, commit to pro-
posing workable solutions. Get into the 
details. Put them on paper. Until both 
sides put a specific, written, scoreable 
plan on the table, we’ll never find the 
common ground necessary to strike 
that grand bargain. In the absence of 
specifics, we’re just playing politics. 
That’s why Washington is broken. 

Now, earlier this year, those of us on 
the Budget Committee introduced a 
comprehensive plan that would reduce 
our deficit over the next decade by over 
$6 trillion. It would balance the budget 
and start paying down our debt. It 
would create an environment where 
jobs could flourish and grow, and it 
would save and strengthen our safety 
net programs likes Medicare and Med-
icaid. Most importantly, it addressed 
our challenges with the sense of ur-
gency they require. 

If you disagree with that plan or you 
have a more optimal solution, let’s 
hear it. Introduce it. I’m open to better 
plans. I didn’t come to Congress be-

cause I thought I had all of the solu-
tions. I came to Congress because my 
constituents wanted me to be part of 
the solution. But criticizing the other 
guy’s plan is not the same as having a 
plan. 

Real leadership consists of presenting 
your vision for America to the Amer-
ican people and then defending it. In so 
doing, Republicans and Democrats may 
discover that we have some common 
ground, that we are not enemies, but 
friends. Let us summon up, as we have 
before, the ‘‘better angels of our na-
ture’’ and rededicate ourselves to the 
hard work of leadership. 

Washington is indeed broken. Let’s 
hurry up and fix it together. 
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PASS AMERICAN DREAM ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great sadness that I rise to urge 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to pass the American DREAM Act. 

This past weekend, I learned of the 
tragic death of Joaquin Luna, a senior 
student at Juarez Lincoln High School 
in Mission, Texas, who took his life be-
cause he believed that he would never 
be able to fulfill his dream of becoming 
an engineer, earning his citizenship, 
and leading a full and prosperous life in 
America. 

Brought to the United States as an 
infant, Joaquin attended our Nation’s 
public schools, played the guitar at his 
church, and hoped to go to college and 
achieve the American Dream. I cannot 
express the sorrow I feel on the loss of 
such a talented young man. I want to 
extend my heartfelt condolences to 
Joaquin’s family and friends. I cannot 
imagine the pain they are suffering. It 
is heartbreaking to know that many of 
us in the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed the DREAM Act at this time 
last year, only to see the legislation 
held up in the Senate by a vote of 55– 
41. 

Today, as Joaquin Luna’s body is laid 
to rest, I believe it is imperative to un-
derscore the urgency of passing the 
DREAM Act in the 112th Congress and 
renewing hope for DREAM students. As 
a proud cosponsor of H.R. 1842, the De-
velopment, Relief, and Education for 
Alien Minors Act of 2011, better known 
as the DREAM Act, I urge President 
Obama and my colleagues in the House 
and the Senate to put their ideological 
differences aside and do what is right. 
Now more than ever, we must give 
these young people an opportunity to 
pursue their college and career goals, 
resolve their immigration status, and 
earn their citizenship. 
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The DREAM Act would allow these 
students the opportunity to earn legal 
status if they were 15 years old or 
younger when they were brought to 
America, are long-term U.S. residents 
and have lived in the United States for 
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